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The purpose of this learning portfolio assignment was to help me showcase my best work and achievements over the Spring Semester of 2015. For the learning portfolio assignment, I was given the task of covering five different learning aspects.  The five aspects covered included:  philosophy of learning, achievements of learning, assessments of learning, relevance of learning, and learning goals. 
The three classes that I highlighted for the philosophy of learning aspect included:  Field Placement II, Juvenile Delinquency, and Advanced Research Practice.  Field Placement II helped me utilize all the social work skills, values and knowledge that I have been learning for the last two years in a real word situation.  The Juvenile Delinquency course helped me to gain more knowledge about the youth of today and ways to help navigate them through difficult times.  The Advanced Research Practice course helped me to understand of all the processes of doing research and will help me to do research as a professional Social Worker.
The three achievements that I highlighted included:  Dick Smith College of Liberal & Fine Arts Scholarship 2014-2015, Omicron Delta Kappa, TSU National Leadership Honor Society, and TSU Graduation Commencement May 2015.  All three achievements show that I have accomplished goals that I set for myself four years ago.  The achievements also show that hard work and perseverance pays off in the long run.  These achievements can show a future employer that I am a hard worker, intelligent, goal oriented and a leader.

Both of the examples that I highlighted for the assessments of learning were from my Juvenile Delinquency course.  I went above and beyond to take an extra credit exam to increase a test grade.  Furthermore, I took the instructor’s comments about doing better on discussion board questions and received her praises.  It is important as a future employee to take constructive criticism and opportunities to improve.  I believe this shows a future employer that I am willing to do what it takes to get the job done.
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For the relevance of learning aspect, I highlighted a book review from my Death & Dying course, a resume from my Field Placement II course, and a research survey from my Advanced Research Practice course.  The book review helped me realize that I have to know how to deal with loss on a personal level before I can help someone with loss on a professional level.  The resume helped me highlight everything I have accomplished in the last two years while taking the Social Work major courses and will help me secure a job.  The survey helped me realize that as a researcher it is necessary to interview subjects in order to get the information that will help inform people in the future about better ways to make positive change.  All three relevance of learning examples will help me to be a more competent professional Social Worker.

I believe that it is imperative to set goals.  Setting goals will help me improve and be more successful in the future.  The three goals that I highlighted included:  self-care, applying instructor feedback, and continuing education.  Self-Care has to be a priority in order for me to be a successful Social Worker.  I have to take care of myself personally in order to be the best I can be professionally.  Applying positive instructor feedback is very important goal because it lets me know that I have done a good job and it also boosts my self-esteem.  Sometimes I do not accept praise very well.  Continuing education is a very important goal because I must be willing to be a lifelong learner in order to stay current with what is going on in today’s society.  

I enjoyed this assignment very much.  It allowed me to highlight the best aspects of my college learning for the Spring Semester of 2015.  Furthermore, it will show future employers that I have the qualities and attributes to be a professional Social Worker.

