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  I can remember like it was yesterday when a Texas Workforce Counselor advised me to go back to school.  I had never been to college.  Fortunately, I was able to obtain corporate employment after high school way back in 1984.  Just when you think you know it all and your resume reflects all these skills, here comes a financial shift and I found myself unemployed. 

 This reflection has allowed me to really, really reflect on my many educational accomplishments.  I am so proud to share that at my age, I am a first generation college graduate. Half way through my junior college studies, I changed my major from accounting to social work.  I have always cared about the well-being of others.  Providing resources and an ongoing perspective on how to improve the community is always at the forefront of my mind.  When I made the decision to attend Tarleton State University, my thoughts were no longer geared towards making a living, my thoughts were about making a life not only for myself but the desire to impact someone’s life one day at a time. 

Tarleton State University has fined tuned my philosophy of learning.  Education is key.  Some of us perish because of lack of knowledge.  Every class I have taken has been relevant for me to succeed as an effective and professional social worker with any population.  As a generalist, I am looking forward to utilizing a very important model designed for basic assessment needs.  It is the General Intervention Model also known as the GIM.  The model addresses the qualities that makes social work unique.  It demonstrates how a social worker’s planned approach can be applied visually to any situation no matter how complex.  Using this model will help me to remain committed to my work based on the eight values of social work and to perform the work without being bias to any one of the values or ethics of social work, and to respect the dignity of the individual.  Thanks to all my Professors that played part in my success.  
