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ALE Part Two
Major Curriculum

This applied learning experience was primarily founded on the grant proposal that was
done for cancer care services. Several courses have enabled me to apply what I have learned for
the Cancer Care Services grant proposal. Some of these include active listening, effective
communication skills, time management, research and so many more skills that social workers
have to use on a daily basis. It is felt that the most beneficial piece of knowledge that is used on

an almost everyday basis is research. In Practice 2 and in grant writing, this is most useful.
Core Curriculum and Extra Curricular Activities and Real World Experiences

A Core curriculum that was utilized in this grant writhing applied learning experience is
computer applications. Grant writing has not been an easy process, a few essential tools that
contributed to success in addition to computer applications is effective communications and
computer technologies. A real world experience that has contributed greatly to grant writing is
my internship experience. At Cancer Care Services. Social workers help connect client with
many services such as medications, nutrition, health insurance premiums ect. In order to write
the grant proposal I needed to know what services were most important. Writing this proposal
has been informative in regards to policies and economics especially those surrounding the Fort

Worth area.




TSU#000572954
Practice II ALE

Practice II class this semester was very informative and enlightening. Being able to see
the finish product that began in Service Learning class was fulfilling. Working with our
community partner throughout the duration of my time at Tarleton State University helped our
team to truly understand their needs. Our team was able to establish a fundraiser based on work
from Service Learning, Policy, and Methods and Research. Service Learning began the
relationship with International Newcomer Academy (I.N.A.) to see the need of the school. Policy
class taught me how the beginning stages of benefits come together to form a policy. Methods
and Research taught me by helping me to be engaged with the refugee communities. Distributing
surveys with quantitative pre-developed questions helped me in gaining knowledge about how to
conduct surveys. By participating in research it also exposed me to the need of revision of
current policies concerning refugees in the United States. Our team created the Kids Klothing
Shoppe for I.N.A. this was a fundraiser to help collect clothes, shoes, and monetary donations.
The goal was to raise $500.00 by using the website GoFundMe, we worked with a Metropolitan
Christian Center to collect clothing and shoes. The fundraiser was a success, and our team was

able to surpass the goal and collect over $700.00 for the refugee students of LN.A.
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ALE-Reflection

There have been enormous knowledge gain and experiences achieved from all the various courses
taken. Beginning with service learning to Field placement, the different experiences and theories learned
all sum up to one clear picture of the profession. Policy and social welfare class presented the various
issues occurring in the society and the influences different classes have on those issues. Social workers
must come to value advocating for social justice as one of their primary responsibilities and must possess
the tools and knowledge necessary to identify specific, achievable ways that positive change toward
social justice can best occur. In addition, the term social justice needs to be understood first since there
are many ways in which “social justice” can be defined depending upon the economic, social and political
ideologies of those who do the defining. From that defining, comes the ability to understand the
implications of policies developed according to the various perspectives. Also social justice involves a
deep sensitivity to the needs of all people but most especially to the needs of the poor, oppressed and
disenfranchised. It embraces a global perspective, believing that an injustice to one is an injustice to all. In
addition to development of core values, it is also necessary that social workers possess knowledge and
skills related to advocacy. These assure that they can understand the continuum of ideologies through
which social policies and institutions have evolved, as well as the dynamics and consequences of social
and economic injustice.

Furthermore, Social workers must understand the major economic, political and social forces that
have shaped the development of social policy both in the United States and globally. It is also essential to
know and understand how policy is developed at the local, state and national levels. They must be able to
identify the key policies and the impact that those policies have on the individuals, families, groups and
communities with whom they work.

In addition, research is the most important tool needed to ensure that the Social Worker is using

valid and scientific methods to approach a given situation. By using good research methods, the




social worker will be able to assess the needs and resources of people in their environments.
Also, will enable effective evaluation of the services provided in meeting peoples’ needs. On the
other hand, research will help advance professional education in light of changing context for

social work practice.
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When beginning this journey I had no idea what it was [ would be involved in. All I did
know was that there was something inside of me that “told me” I was born to do this work. I
can’t explain the feeling of how that comes across one’s mind and the way it is implemented in
my day to day life; not just in my profession but in my personal life. For me there is no
distinction between them, they are simply intermingled. “Do something you love, you will never
work a day in your life.” I feel as though this profession chose me and that God simply led me
down a path for me to be the most vital tool possible for the field of Social Work. There is no
other feeling in the world comparable to knowing you are doing exactly what you were born to

do in this world. It is indescribable and there isn’t a feeling like it.

Now all that being said, how this experience has shaped me is that the Applied Learning
Experience was all about. These classes have led me to that feeling. Since they are learning
experiences there is a rubric that meshes it and the courses we have taken. In my experience
over the last two semesters in field I have been able to see the scope of social work from the
perspective it was taught to us in the classroom evolve in the experience we student went through
during our time out in the community. During my time available to my clients I was able to both
utilize the practices we have learned through the curriculum of HBSE I & II, Methods of
Interviewing, Practice [ & II, Field I & II, Research and the electives I took such as Women’s
Issues, and Death and Dying. By having had these classes as prerequisites to the working in the
community I was able to be equipped with the knowledge to handle situations with the

demographic I was assigned to over both semesters.



what [ have learned in every aspect of my life, for the greater good of not only myself but others.
By being an example, a walking testament to the difficulties in life and how to overcome them, is
how I hope to contribute to society in all ways, academically, politically, social and culturally as
well as how each of those feed our economic environments. I am just one, my goal... is for
everyone to see themselves as ONE, ONE among MANY. Then we can move towards global

change with positive momentum.
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ALE REFLECTION 3

means to the social work profession. We learned how to analyze a client’s needs based on their
interaction with the environmental systems that impact the client, personally. Most importantly,
we initiated our social work experience with Service Learning. Dr. Nathalie Jones paired student
groups with community partners so that we could gain valuable firsthand knowledge of social
work in the field. For me, this looked like assisting an at-risk lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transsexual (LGBT) youth group with locating services, developing their online presence, setting
up events, and raising funds within the Tarrant county area. Through this experience, [ was able
to form lifelong bonds with my student group and valuable resources in the community.

My next semester encompassed Social Policy, Practice I, Human Behavior and the Social
Environment II, and an advanced elective, Death and Dying. Social Policy was a continuation of
the Service Learning track, asking the student groups to analyze a policy related to their assigned
population, and then to petition state representatives for change. We learned a lot about the
workings of local, state, and federal government, and we rounded it off with a trip to our state
Capitol, in Austin, Texas. Human Behavior was a continuation of the previous semester, where
we finished learning about the relationships that exist between the mind, body, and the
environments that we exist within. Practice I was informative and challenging. In Practice, we
accomplished our first interviews, complete with labor-intensive process recordings. We learned
how to speak and fine-tune our communication styles and techniques at the micro practice level.
We learned about summarization, reflective listening, active listening, and setting the tone for
good client rapport. We also learned about conducting group work and how to manage several
people’s feelings at once. Practice was at times frustrating, and at other times, incredibly
rewarding, filled with many “a-ha” moments. Death and Dying taught us how to look at dying

and the subsequent death of a client or peer as a process. We learned about the stages of grief
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political science courses, I learned about the history of our country, state, and world, and I also
learned about the basis of our governmental systems and how they were molded by our history.
All of the courses [ have taken in my college career have made me a more well-rounded
individual, and I feel as though that knowledge makes me more equipped to take on the
challenges of the world, whether they be social work related or not.

Experiences Qutside of the Classroom and Making Connections

My social work experiences outside of the classroom have been directly affected by those
inside the classroom. During my coursework, I took a class a Sociology class that led us to the
Salvation Army, serving lunch for the homeless population. After that experience, I have
continued to engage in community volunteer projects with populations in need, and I have also
chosen to directly involve my children in those efforts, through work with the Tarrant County
Homeless Coalition, the Salvation Army, and community churches and organizations in need of
volunteers to assist with their efforts.

In Service Learning, we were paired with LGBTQ SAVES, a volunteer organization that
helps the LGBT youth of Tarrant county. Although we were not required to maintain contact, my
group chose to continue volunteering with this group. Our work has not gone unappreciated. In
helping this population and organization, I have developed countless contacts in the community
that will only benefit me when I become a professional social worker. In addition, I am
modeling behavior for my children, to think and look beyond the lives that we live toward the
lives of others, and what we can do to affect change in their lives. I have been privileged to see
the happiness on faces, young and old, to see the physical fruits of our shared manual labor, and
to see others volunteering and becoming involved in these efforts because they have seen the

rewards that our experiences have reaped.
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whole. One cannot exist without the other, and we are uniquely able to examine the way that
those systems depend on one another. Through education, advocacy, and the fight for social

justice, social workers can change the world and the way we all live and interact within it.
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