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The experience in the Social Welfare Policy class for this student was frustrating and challenging at the beginning of the semester.  The biggest encounter was in understanding what was expected and getting clarification about the syllabus and course assignments. However it did make the learner think outside of the box with regard to communication and understanding to gain the needed information in order to be able to complete the required assignments. At first this created some uncomfortableness in the classroom, but eventually that was worked through as new ways of communication opened up and a working relationship was formed between the student and the instructor. As a whole the class was a huge learning experience. Not only in understanding policy and what we as future social workers can do in advocating for change involving policy, but in just learning to communicate differently. Learning to advocate for needed changes is not easy and the road can sometimes be difficult and tough, as was the difficult-ness in the beginning of this class. In retrospect it make sense in that it made the learner a stronger more persistent advocate for attaining what you need to complete the required job or assignment. Knowing that what we will be helping to provide clients will sometimes be difficult to come by, we must be willing to continue to work towards what is needed. With that being said the learner did feel that much was gained in participating and understanding the importance of the Social Welfare Policy class. It is a vital part of what we will do as future social workers and in order to affect change we must understand how they are put into place and changed when needed. 
