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My experience with the class Social Welfare Policy was informative and interesting.  With writing the policy analysis paper and attending class lectures, I have learned that policies affect my life every day and that there is so much work that goes into policies.  I now see the important role that social workers can have in the political side of the field.  Policies will have positive and negative impacts on our clients, and when one policy is “bad”, I can advocate for my clients and or agency. By advocating, I can get a policy amended or taken out completely, which can ultimately allow growth for my clients in healthy, positive ways.  
The group debates that were administered in class allowed for my classmates and myself to get a glimpse of what might be going on in Austin and what advocating really is.  During the debates, there were a “pros” group and a “cons” group. I was put on a side that I had to agree with during class but did not agree with in my personal life. That situation allowed to me to understand where others are coming from, whom may really support the particular topic.  
The group rally that my group put on was fun.  We as classmates were in charge of everything and really had to work together to get our rally completed and actually make it a good rally. My group was awesome and we all worked well together and our rally turned out great.

Social Welfare Policy opened my eyes to a lot of new things and has been very beneficial to my social work undergrad education. In my class things got off to a rocky start but once we (classmates and myself) got into the swing of things, everything started flowing smoothly.  The only thing I did not like about my experience with the policy class was my topic.  It was such a hard topic to write a policy analysis paper on it and it was hard to relate to and actually be passionate about my topic.  
